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Welcome to AP Computer Science! This is the most fun course that you'll have! Ok, that might just be opinion not fact. In any case, I love this class and I hope to show you why it is so much fun. For those of you with logical minds, you're going to love it. For those of you who think your logic needs some working on, you're in the right place. For those of you who like to take a small set of building blocks and build beautiful, more complex things, this is your kind of class. For those of you who don’t yet enjoy that, you will! You'll be surprised at the end of the year how much more you are able to logically organize your thoughts and solve problems – you'll find what you learn seeping into your other course work and helping you. Keep an open mind regardless of how you feel you did in your previous course; you'll do well and have fun at the same time. If you focus on having fun and true understanding of what is going on (instead of focusing on your grade (), your grade will work itself out and you'll magically have what you want. (ok, sorry – I don’t teach philosophy – so, back to cs…)
Contact

Feel free to visit me any time in the math office during any of your free periods. I might hang out in the lab as well but since I have 4 math courses, I'll probably be in there more often. You can always make an appointment with me as well; there are lots of options there (riding next to me at 5:30am while I'm out riding my bike; during flex time; during lunch; just ask). Your parents can also contact me as well. The easiest way for them to do that and get an immediate response from me would be via email (wittryd@tas.edu.tw).  我很喜歡學中文，但是說中文說得還不好． I'm sure your parents will communicate with me in English; however, if they prefer writing an email in Chinese, that is fine (我太太是台中人．她幫我!). In addition, I welcome communication in German (I'm fluent but rusty). If you can't tell, I like studying languages (computer programming, spoken, mathematical) for fun; it's my hobby – well, that and biking. (
Assessment


Your grade throughout the semester will be based on the following elements with the approximate given percentage weights (may change slightly) – chapter/unit tests/quizzes are (80%), projects/labs (15%), and homework (5%) – using the numerical scale given in your student handbook to determine A, B, etc. Your final exam each semester will be 20% of your overall grade for that semester.
Tests will be given at the end of each chapter or unit; a cumulative final exam at the end of the semester; quizzes and projects intermittently within units, and homework daily. Test dates and homework assignments will be posted to the BlackBoard online classroom (OLC). However, we will be accessing my www.apcomputerscience.com website quite often for ALL materials – so I will have everything at that site at all times – you will not need to also go to BlackBoard. Tests and quizzes must be made up on the first day you are back to school, even if this is not a class meeting day. If you cannot make up the test/quiz this day, you must see me. Failure to do so may result in a reduced grade. Homework is due the next class meeting day unless otherwise stated and will not be accepted late, though you should still complete it for practice. Unexcused absence on the day of a test, quiz, or project presentation – all of which are announced well in advance – will result in a failing grade.
Please make sure your OLC email is current.
I desire your work to be:

· Concise
We’re all busy people, so let’s respect each other’s time by getting right to the point and expressing ourselves efficiently. That said, work must be shown. We will continually discuss and refine our common conception of what is an acceptable level of detail in showing work.

· Correct
While I don't expect perfection on the homework, this should be the goal. I'm giving you academic freedom to create and experiment with your thoughts. Believe it or not, I do no t care if you are correct or not when you do your homework. I'm only interested in you trying the best you can and coming up with your own algorithms and ideas. We will correct everything together in class. I actually welcome incorrect, thoughtful solutions; they lead to excellent discussion – you will soon see what I mean. It is so important to have your own ideas in this course – you will see that there are an infinite number of ways to accomplish the same thing – now and again, some of you will even show me a thing or two that will be impressive – that won't happen (and I'll miss my chance to learn something as well) unless you first try things yourself.
Collaboration and Academic Integrity


I strongly encourage you to work and study in groups except in those instances where I prohibit it (eg. exams, quizzes, etc.). To reiterate and clarify, collaboration and cooperation are encouraged - simply copying is not, and will not be tolerated. Instances of academic dishonesty will be dealt with as detailed in your student handbook. So that it is no surprise, I will be using software that will help me determine if you are copying code from your neighbor. You'll soon see that this is totally unnecessary since I'll sit and code with you if you are ever that stuck. I'll talk more about my definition of plagiarism in a computer science class – I wouldn't worry since I set up class in such a way that plagiarism won't cross your mind.
My website
I will post many things on my site for you to use. EVERYTHING for the course will be found here


www.apcomputerscience.com. 
I hear, and I forget.

I see, and I remember.

I do, and I learn.

-- attributed to Native Americans and Chinese



So let's get goin'!

I'm glad you're in my course.
Mr. Wittry






